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g}jgﬂﬂ' DNalin : }“he success of Lucich:s “Party

Animals” series indicates that she’s found a

lia Lucich paints what she likes. “This is a niche for what she likes. “I love color for its
diverse world,” says the Oregon-based artist, own sake,” she remarks about the evolution of
“with so many things to paint, and so many these intriguing images. “And I’m not really

just a wildlife artist, nor am I all about whimsy.
In fact, until about five years ago my work con-
sisted mainly of portraits.”

ays to paint them. I can paint what I like, so I do.”
Herein lies the link between the wildly diverse

artists in this story. Each paints his or her own way, Indeed, her web site displays several
and not one fits neatly into the mold of the “tradition- types of paintings, including some portraits,
al wildlife artist.” landscapes, and still life work among the

splashier creatures. “About my paintings, you
could say there is an eclectic mix of material
that I find visually interesting.”

She goes on to insist, “The ‘Party
Animals’ are not caricatures. They reflect an
authentic wildlife tradition while telling a new
story.” Respectful of her craft, Julia takes care
that the whimsy not overwhelm the truth.

“The giraffes are the original ‘Party
Animals.” I just loved the composition [of the
photo]; it was striking to see these tall graceful
creatures lying down, so vulnerable,” Julia says,
a sense of awe in her voice. “They rarely lie
down like that in the wild ... such a compelling
visual study. I simply had to paint it.”

Painting the giraffes “natural,” howev-
er, made her acutely aware of her impatience.
“I can’t stand tedium,” she admits. “I thought
I’d be bored out of my mind with all the brown
and tan. The colors were like an excursion
away from brown and tan, not necessarily
toward any particular expectation. I had no
idea what the outcome would be. It’s almost as
though the color introduced a new story ele-
ment that [ hadn’t anticipated.”

Julia credits Bob Gerbracht, a portrai-
ture teacher in California, with some of the
inspiration to play with color. “He sent me a
piece he had done, a head study of a young
man, titled ‘Color Conviction.” The color was
unconventional, yet the form, the value --
everything -- retained the sense of realism, of

Party Poopers by Julia Lucich
Third in the “Party Animal Series”

Party Animals by Julia Lucich
First in the “Party Animals Series”
(prints of both available)

Artwork courtesy of Fantasy Farm Publishing, Walterville OR 97489







